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The notion of the frontier is strongly implicatedtive understanding of how Talbingo
has been perceived over time. The catalyst for chaagdeen the Snowy Mountains
Hydro-Electric Scheme. The Scheme created a fluid ramditionary period, where
the values and relationships of the people and land changatly. Out of this

period, a new set of values, and a new sense of plaecestablished. New modernist
and nationalist values reshaped the land and silenceddthalues of untamed
wilderness and individuality. The old Talbingo was drownedh#na lake, and the
new Talbingo Township, was designed, built and populated bye&om the

Snowy Scheme. The landscape had been shaped in a new edyhdbhe new
values, and the sense of place which grew out of thssumique to the area and to
that particular time. Yet, while in the previous fronperiod, all earlier values and
the sense of place had been suppressed or lost, thelfrcneiated by the Snowy
Scheme created a local backlash. While resident$stdlthis new sense of place, the
old values were not lost, and through publications suchc&sBralle’s “Talbingo”,
have remained strong. So while popular understandings ohgalbhrough history
books of the Snowy Mountains Scheme seem triumphdheinconquest over the
landscape and people, later works show that this new sépkece is in fact a
combination of old and the new values and concepts. Talbosgfrom its frontier
period as a patchwork of past and future ideals. The nadoddocal, community
and individual, environmental and technological, instead iobsegregated to
distinct periods of time like before, instead meldetbton a new sense of place
which more appropriately accepts the past, while accontingdar the present and

the future.



My family and | would spend our holidays at Talbingo, astlemce a year. Ever
since | had been little, the place was important tokeze was a place which
revolved around an amazing engineering feat. Just owglufsi the town was the
power station with its huge pipelines and imposing dam Whls was the Talbingo |
knew, a town defined by the nations needs. The longayéd there, the more we got
to know the locals. Some had worked on the Scheme c¢oritstruction phase; others
still work on it now. Yet, some talked of what the tolhad been. Some spoke of how
Talbingo would not be here now if it weren't for the 8gfe, but others spoke of the
river, and the small hotel and its pioneering clientahd of explorers and settlers
who had battled the land. | came to understand how éne there several different
ways Talbingo was perceived. It functioned solely for tHee8we, yet its original
pioneer history had been subtly integrated into the t&igns talking of the Scheme
stood next to signs speaking proudly of Miles Franklin, and fao into the waters
the homestead in which she was born now resided. Téwt siames, all surnames of
families which held a deep meaning for those who understoatltivy signified.

My perception of Talbingo now is a subtle and intricagawng of different histories,
which instead of competing now acknowledge each other andlehthey played in
the district.

Despite the comparisons in the Snowy Scheme histwoigdoand how they connect
the Scheme to the spirit of the original pionedrs,$cheme created a new frontier
where the past concept and relationship of Talbingo’deats to their land was
blurred, and drowned with the town. The Scheme histayes tshape the belief that
there was no difference between the original whiteese#ht frontier and the one
which they themselves created. Deborah Bird Rose desdihiis action succinctly,

“The frontier is a...place where modern culture simudtarsly reveals its capacity for



destruction and reinvents its own myth of creatioithis is exactly what the Scheme
did. Through its recreation of the area, they destrayed¢dmmunities and places
which came before them, yet at the same time creatdtlision that it was these
very same people they represented. The truth istb&@¢heme’s people were
completely different to those who had originallytlsek there, their reasons for
changing the environment were dissimilar, and the neatioeship and concept of
the land that they created were also completelyréifite History is written by the
victors, and in this case the histories distort andfyugteir actions by portraying
themselves as no different to those who populated thegthat were drowned. Brad
Collins mentions the isolation and resolution of tteelsmer, and also how the
Snowy mountains were a wilderness which had never beetedh®swald Ziegler
proudly describes the first settlers and the Snowy Sclasnheave, adventurous, and
strong in the face of the hardsHip¥et Talbingo was first settled by William Bridle
in 1848, and would not be drowned and recreated until 196@ compare the two
events, which were separated by over 100 years, enacteifféoent reasons, and
completed by different people as the same displayse¥ecreation myth starkly. As
with most frontier populations, those who colonised tlea gaw it as an unknown,

wild plac€. They only saw potential. By defining the land in wihabuld become,
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the past was destroyedy labelling it as such they ignored the way thatgtevious
inhabitants shaped the land themselves. Nicholas Gill desdfe pastoral
relationship to the land as being created through observislgaping the lartd This
transition between concepts of the land occurs throughrthdier. It is where the
boundaries of the conception of the land become minglédeaoccupiers and the
new settlers clash. Out of this clash, the majoritthe time the previous concept will
be suppressed, like Australia’s indigenous heritage, androiening of Talbingo by
the Snowy Scheme.

The histories written about the Snowy Scheme araridigators of the change in the
perception of the landscape. They tell you what theyt waun to know. The histories
give the creation myth of the conquestors. They st@wmnew perception of the

landscape: national, empirical, controlled and modernised.

How does one perceive the place in which they liveany the connection is a
private one between yourself and the land which you inhébit.shape the land so it
suits you, so it complements your purpose. Even if yott deknowledge it, there is
a certain harmony in its habitation. The frontier thas the Snowy Mountains
Scheme disrupted it all. New purposes, new visions ofitfeb ¢ollided with the old.
They intertwined until one was suffocated and disappeavit Talbingo the
Scheme disrupted the inhabitants’ focus upon the localraiddual. The greater
purpose for the land created a new national perspetctinese who moved in

acknowledged it, and worked for it. They did not see thetamd the locals, they
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saw the potential and the end goal. The place was ta@sdha nation through power
and water.

Bridle speaks of how the focus of Talbingo before theeS® was one which was
personal. Everyone had access to water, through a pevwsatea race which ran to
from the creek to their houSe Every house had their own lighting plant, which
usually was in the form of a petrol driven 32 volt germratith storage batterié's
These people, while deprived of power from the nationd| @nd without water
infrastructure of the like of most modern townshipspslahe land to serve their
own purposes. Their relationship was an individual omether circumstances the
relationship and perception of the land was one defined toynemity. The flat
beside Jounama Creek was a favoured camping spot, and evaagtheir own
favourite place, which they'd return‘to The people who lived in the town even
named certain places in the river, such as PulpikRbiee Mill Pond or Island
Stretch, a gesture which Bridle reflects made the seem as if it was a living
creaturé®. Such a comment reflects the respect the people haldeftand. They
perceived as a personal place, and had a close relapamish it, like you would a
friend. It was so highly defined that it had become aBrad Collins argues that it
was the uncompromising landscape, and the inability oétivd® lived in the Snowy
Mountains to impose the European sense of beauty teatually caused the
inhabitants of the Snowy to appreciate its unique b&auty

The coming of the Scheme was just like the coming ofitsiewhite European
settlers. The first frontier, like the one the Schedmought with it, was one where

place was defined as wild and savage, and also by the aloderiviised man, which
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therefore created living absented he histories of the Scheme reflect this similarity
Whilst all the books make reference to the wild and untderetscape, there are few
books which mention that Talbingo was inhabited. Most omntion the
construction projects in the area.

Whilst Talbingo had been defined through personalisation, aodgh individual
perceptions which created a relationship with the larelStheme created a new
perception of the land which was national in scope. Rhenonset of the Scheme,
different interest groups, as well as States and themall clashed over who should
benefit from the project. Sydney wished for the wateaply, the Monaro wished for
the power it would bring, and the Water Conservationlaimghtion Commission
wished for the waters to be diverted to the Murrumbilfydde Scheme, and the
lands it was to be based in, were not perceivedaea Way. Instead the focus was
on how larger communities could benefit from places sischalbingo. Even myths
and lore which the locals used to define themselves arat¢henere changed by the
Scheme so as to show a change towards a more ndtional One such example is
‘The Man From Snowy River Drives a Jeep’, by GrahadeRi The iconic figure
created by Banjo Patterson who defined a people as welt@sntry transformed into
a figure who embraced a new national purpose of driving é6theme. Just as
before, the conquest myth and the relationship the lastpaint of the Scheme
embracing the same values as the high-country mewovashere. “When on
Kosciusko’s hills you see him drivin’, he never changes doowrelver steep?.
Despite the changes the Scheme brought to the SnowytMosirthe poem still

portrays that the only change in the people who inhaéiatea was their mode of
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transport, and their job. Yet the Man from Snowy Rwew works not for his own
gain, but for the gain of the nation. It was the gmaziepon whom the myth was
based, who were the most vocal opponents of the thamhile this is mentioned,
many of the histories talk away this opposition, by amsting it with examples of
those who lived their that did not feel threatened byadhange in the perspective of
the land. Collins mentions Herb Hain, who was deeply ectea to the land, yet did
not oppose the Scheme, as he always knew that the Shatye held dear was to
have some value to the nati@nAlthough this is the case, how certain can you be tha
this view was widely held? Surely there was to be a uneas pride in the fact that
their own little personalised place was the focusefrtation and of such worth, but
for those who lost their land in the Scheme, thewsiare silenced in the official
histories.

Another change in the period of the construction offhewy Mountains Hydro
Electric Scheme was the way in which the landscagewah originally personalised
and ordered to a settler’'s needs, would be ordered and fadhithe name of
modernism. This involved many changes. From the upgrading odals to layout
changes in Talbingo. In Talbingo | stayed in the same Houseer 10 years before
realising its heritage. For me it had always been mylyahouse. It never dawned
on me that there was a reason for why so many didhees in the town were the
same. Perhaps it was just a practicality, or maybéuléers only had a certain style
which they built. All the houses placed in the new Trabi Township were not the
same as the ones which had populated the valley befosetibene. Unlike other
towns that were drowned, like Adaminaby and Jindabyne, ti@seno deal to move

homes from the valley to the new town. The houseg wesfabricated, and built by
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the Scheme Authority to house workers on the Schierfibe original homesteads
which populated the valley, often made out of any mateimahand, had been
destroyed and drowned, to be replaced with prefabricatedshaineh were exactly
the same. Despite the appeal of a modern dwelling, pemge baulked at the idea.
Betty Gibson remarked, “There were only 5 or 6 differgpes of houses. It was like

Socialism®?

. The perception of the land had changed greatly thanke toniformity
and practicality of large-scale manufacturing. What haglrally been so personal
and individual became uniform and modern. It was anoggec of the place that the
Scheme Authority had conquered in its imposed frontiea. Way it was a sense of
ownership. While your own house in Talbingo before the ®eheas identifiably
yours, in the new township there was little to clasryaurs. The houses were often
recycled and seen in many different Scheme worksitesware seen as standard
housing for the workef3 1 often wonder how hard it was for the people whst fir
moved into the new Talbingo to establish individual idezgj when there was such a
level of conformity. They came from such a personalsstting, and had to try to
relate to a new place which lacked any sense of individuality

The Scheme had changed so much. People’s perceptiorcefjad changed from an
intensely personal and individual landscape to whichrthehitants were strongly
bonded, to a place which held a national significance dmdenall focused upon the
Scheme. People lived in ordered streets, in the sateeo$tgnowy Scheme housing,
worked for the Scheme, and overlooked the water whidrdhawned what had come

before. Perhaps it was this constant recollectiondéased such a subtle change in

the perspective of Talbingo. The dust had only just settidthe® Scheme in the
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1970’s, and the frontier of the Snowy had coalesced iriniteeset of values and
perspectives which shaped how people viewed Talbingo. Yet thevdsstot settled
long, and in a way it has not settled since. From the 19@Qle present day there is
an ambiguity to how Talbingo is perceived. Before the Setém area was wild and
untamed, and directly after the Scheme the town wéered, uniform and controlled
just like the water the Scheme diverted. Yet the maore passed, the more the
perception was questioned, and the creation myths &rtbevy which had shaped
perspectives of the land began to be challenged. It beghmBwdlle’s book,
“Talbingo”. The book recounts the history of Talbingo befthe Scheme, and also
after it. Although he supplies pictures, Bridle doesenguiain what occurred in
Talbingo during the Scheme. When reading it, the strerfgtieaostalgia Bridle
writes with is powerful. There is a deep sense of regidtloss. For him Talbingo is a
place which although it embodies the new values of ttewg Scheme, it also has a
past which he hasn'’t forgotten, and has instead choseanwrialise. Bridle pushes
for an understanding of Talbingo as a place which hasan#tional and ordered
focus, but also an understanding of the people who carmeebéfet although he
seems to push for recognition of the past, there is & #eigsa form of grieving as
well. “Old Brandy’s Flat (may she rest in peace) Wheeeswam so long ago,
Janey’s Sams and Bowlers too, It hurts to see theAf.dedr Bridle, Talbingo has
been literally drowned, and whilst the Snowy Schenmt@slominant party in the
frontier tried to erase the past and create its owsiong, Bridle retains his old
perspectives of Talbingo. He farewells Talbingo like he woulelative who has

passed away: “So to my green Valley | say goodbye, Sledpnayour own cool
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waters®?®

. Yet even through Bridle admits the old Talbingo is gdmeact of writing
the history of the town has memorialised it. He hasmgthe concept of Talbingo
another layer. Talbingo now has a past where it wadafmentally different.

Unlike the previous frontier that Talbingo had been subjecteithé¢ frontier created
by the Snowy Mountains Scheme is different in the@ug Previous frontiers see
the old perceptions of place removed and replaced wathéiv sense of place that
the dominant party brings with it. Yet in Talbingo, whilsistwas the case for a short
period of time, the aftermath of the Scheme frontéx instead brought ambiguity
and a reflex action where the population fights to netfa@ way in which Talbingo
had been viewed before. There are subtle hints aroundwheatbich Bridle
mentions. Firstly, he refers to the street names;iwini fact relate to the original
pioneering families which settled in the area befoeestthem®. Street names like
Pether, Bridle, Thomas and Ware, instead of definiaghdw modern Talbingo as cut
off from the old place, create a connection and ereeice. The new Talbingo in this
way is neither a Scheme town or a Snowy town,atagnbiguous and complex mix of
the two. Bridle complicates this when he refers tonne Talbingo not with a sense
of anger at the loss of his old home, but instead @dfec’'Although we are
sometimes nostalgic for the old days, we who arestdlftsay, Talbingo is the nicest
place in which one could ever wish to li7&€"For Adaminaby, and Jindabyne, two
other towns which were drowned by the Scheme, sourcdabatathe people’s
attachment to their old place diminished when they diseavihe water sports and
recreations previously restricted to the cBa3tet while there is some tourism

business in Talbingo, this hasn’t diminished the meldingp@bid and new
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perspectives of Talbingo. This resurgent strength of the akksef place in Talbingo
was not seen in Adaminaby. Peter Read argues this codldeli® the residents being
overwhelmed by the size of the Scheme and their publidiigh diminished and
devalued resident’s connections with the land, leaving theter lgears latéf. He

also argues that the Scheme’s publicity machine attackddyyvho opposed the
Scheme as unpatriotic and selfStSeen in a frontier context, the more powerful
invading side challenged anything which didn’t match their gi@ws. In this case,
the resident’s focus upon their place in terms of agmaisand intimate relationship
was seen as a threat to the national and utilitatgpgse the Scheme espoused. So
why was Talbingo different? On the one hand, although Talduagaesidents before
the Scheme, it was only extremely small. The newntaxas built for and populated
by Scheme worket§ So perhaps with a community which was employed by the
Scheme and who perhaps shared the Scheme’s perspectiheslamd, it may have
been harder for a handful of residents to complain.a¥ée same time the outlet
they created in the form of Bridle’s book was a cardtve way to reassert the old
views.

The present Talbingo is an amalgamation of both old andoeespectives. Scheme
signage in the town is placed next to signs reminding readavhat used to be there
before the Scheme. In the hotel, there is a morgatee Snowy scheme, which
displays the engineering wonder it is, and directly next is a hand drawn sketch
called “The Dry Fly Man”, which, a plaque notes, canaarfithe old hotel before it
was drowned. These displays, as well as the stggede, are probably the most
open and recognisable reflections of the old and new pérsgeof the land. It is

respected for its wild and personal past, yet there aknowledgement and certain
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level of pride in the modernity and national importatiee Scheme made the area.
Yet this post frontier evaluation and amalgamation efléimd and the changes which
the Scheme has brought about is not just limited to &8sdlork, although it was one
of the first to be published. Siobhan McHugh’s book orShewy Scheme, unlike
many books before it, pays close attention to the tdefeare they were drowned,
and is the only book to mention the Scheme and Talbingcest detail. She refers to
Talbingo as a rural paradise, but also mentions the prsldesr compensation for
land, which no other history addres&eShe notes that the compensation which the
Snowy gave the people who lived in Talbingo was not asdasghe residents wanted
it>3. Even the perception of the value of land was diffebetween the two cultures in
the frontier, yet it took a book which combines both tldeamd new views of the
Snowy to recognise this fact. McHugh while challenging sofitee Scheme’s
practises, also judges some of the earlier residertitshaas less than desirable. She
mentions that many residents wanted to start a brandifieeiw a brand new land,

and therefore left many valued mementoes behind, amadadls misplaced, and
where common sense triumphed over sentimentilisneads me to question
whether in fact there was a frontier at all. Peghidge frontier has only been created in
the books about the Snowy. While the histories ofStieeme create myths of
creation, challenge and mute the histories of theawld they changed, little thought
has been made to whether the residents were willingipants in changing their
perspective of the land. Yet the ambiguous conceptualisatiamd which arose after
the Scheme still is founded on regret, nostalgia, andra objective view of the past.
Sometimes this nostalgia and regret is based not upgalik and other benefits the

Scheme provided, but is based upon the regret for the dahea§eheme caused. For
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Talbingo it is the loss of the river which was like\ang individual to mans?, which
is similar to Claire Miller’'s work on the Snowy RiveéShe writes of how the
community finally began to challenge the Scheme due tdahgge to the Snowy
River*®. Here a shared local and national perspective hagetalue to the Scheme,
as the water hardly flows like it used to. While thaarastill sees the river as a
powerful force, the local inhabitants see it as alreagity and dyintf. So whereas
Talbingo now has an integrated conceptualisation, thevsriRiver remains a
frontier, where local and national views still don’tehedt shows that despite this
renaissance in reviving the lost past the Snowy Scligawened, for many places

there is still no resolution.

Talbingo has gone through many changes. Originally it waceped as a small
pioneer settlement in the wild and unforgiving landscapbeBnowy mountains. It
was a land which the inhabitants felt a personal andigwhY connection with. The
frontier the Snowy Scheme created instigated a perifid>ofPerceptions of the
place as important on a national scale, and as tantedoatrolled eventually
drowned out the original perspectives. Yet with the @rtthe frontier, and the end of
the Scheme, a resurgence of writings about these ddoplaees has revived the old
notions. The result is a place which holds an idemtitich is neither exclusively old
nor modern. Talbingo reflects what no other place irSih@wy Scheme managed to
do regarding how it was perceived. Although viewed with soostafgia, the town
blends the old pioneering, wild and individual concepts whietevpartially lost, and

melds them with the modern views. The result is a mottexn which accepts the
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Scheme, embraces its past and proudly projects this itmagg/one who visits, and

is willing to listen.
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